Anaphylaxis due to latex.
The AIDS crisis has mandated the use of universal precautions and has "gloved" the health care environs--workers in hospitals, outpatient services, and basic city services, including emergency medical personnel, firemen, and police. Thus, in the future the number of reported serious latex reactions are expected to increase. Since most individuals at risk of sensitization might be identified by a simple symptom-related questionnaire, further latex exposure in that group could be limited. This could be accomplished by work area reassignment or using vinyl gloves if necessary. Autoinjectable epinephrine should be carried by those who have had anaphylaxis, and they should become proficient in its use. These measures could reduce the likelihood of serious latex-induced morbidity for health care workers, paramedical personnel, and patients.